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DAY ONE: Thursday 26th November 2020, 9am – 5pm 

 9AM START: REGISTRATION AND FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND 
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In conversation with Erinma Ochu  Build back better and build back 
greener 

 How Covid-19 changed us 

Erinma Ochu is a neuroscientist, filmmaker and 
researcher on Engaging Environments, a co-
inquiry platform for building equity and 
inclusion in environmental science. They’re into 
movement and coalition building around social, 
environmental and cognitive justice through 
solidarity and storytelling across BIPOC (black, 
Indigenous and people of color) perspectives.  

 As industries and organisations across the UK 
recover from the Covid-19 crisis, we’ll take a 
look at the current news, current policy and 
green shoots of progress from across the 
environmental sector. 
 

 

 A retrospective look at the Covid-19 crisis 
in 2020, and the range of environmental 
behaviour changes we saw, we instigated, 
and we failed to achieve, and those we 
never could have predicted. 
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Connecting people in cities  A closer look at intersectionality  Whatever the Weather 

Join us for an inspirational look at projects in 
Taiwan and Mexico City that are connecting 
people with their natural and urban 
environments in unexpected ways, and join the 
discussion on how we can better apply great 
international thinking to our work in the UK. 

 
 
 

The world is having increasing discussions 
about the need to involve more people in the 
discussions that affect their lives. Our 
panellists share their perspectives on how 
the environmental sector can take a more 
inclusive approach. 

 Weather is a constant thrum in our lives. It 
shapes how we feel, what we say, where 
we go, and what we do when we get there. 
To consider how people engage in the 
natural world then, is to also consider how 
we live in weather. Our panellists share 
stories of how weather infiltrates their 
lives, intersecting with their involvement in 
art, medical practice, and research.  
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Creating a trusted voice online  The role of brands in nature 
conservation 

 An Instagrammers tale 

Ofcom reports that Tiktok is one of the fastest 
growing communication platforms for both 
young people and adults, but is controversial 
(and may even by banned by the time we meet). 
Join us for an exploration of this and other 
platforms, the erosion of trust in social media, 
fake news, and how the environmental sector 
can be a trusted, safe voice for audiences online 

 What is the role of major brands in nature 
conservation? The team at Greenhouse PR 
has pulled together a line-up to help us 
understand thinking and forge partnerships. 

 Already working with Instagram, stories 
and reels? Popular nature Instagram 
influencer “@Lucy_Lapwing” will explore 
ideas creating engaging content on 
Instagram, and lead a discussion for us to 
share ideas and create collaboration.  

 

 

2
:0

0
P

M
 -

 2
:4

5
P

M
 

“scary, grey, grim and gloomy” 
UK seas versus BBC Blue Planet 

 What we talk about when we talk 
about money  

 A roundtable with Hubbub 

’50 shades of grey’ is how most UK audiences 
view their own seas after watching the BBC’s 
Blue Planet 2. In this specially curated 
discussion, Incredible Oceans has lined up Devi 
Singh, Russell Arnott and Annette Coppin to look 
at the role values, language, art, humour, 
science and performance can play in combating 
perceptions and winning hearts and minds. 

 From emergency funding, to emergency 
appeals; redundancies to restructuring; the 
sector faced a crisis in 2020 and many 
organisations went public with their 
difficulties and challenges. Join us for an 
exploration of communication approaches to 
the business side of the sector, and the 
benefits and perils of opening our books to 
the public. 

 We’ve handed this session over to Hubbub 
to curate a conversation. 
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The power of broadcast 

 

City Nature Challenge 

 

What we learned about visitors 
during Covid-19 

Ofcom reports that broadcast television still 
accounts for the majority of people’s viewing, 
with half of UK households subscribing to 
subscription video on demand and Youtube 
viewership among adults growing. What is the 
current state of nature content on mainstream 
and community tv and radio, and what role does 
it play in the work of the rest of the sector?  
 

 

An exploration of the City Nature Challenge 
programme – activating a global community 
of volunteer wildlife recorders.  

 

Some places closed, some places created 
one-way systems, installing hand sanitiser, 
dropping programmes, working with fewer 
staff. What insights did we gather during 
2020 about our visitors? 

 

 

 4:30PM – 5:00PM - THE SWAP: Wrapping up the day’s discussions and trading insights from across the conference 
 

 

INTERSECTIONALITY AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

NATURE BASED  
SOLUTIONS 

CONNECTING WITH PLACES 
& SPACES 

NEW TOOLS FOR THE NEW 
NORMAL 

PERSPECTIVES AND 
REFLECTIONS 
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DAY TWO: Friday 27th November 2020, 9am – 5pm 

 9AM START: REGISTRATION AND FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND 
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Springwatch online: in conversation 
with Rosemary Edwards 

 New frames for nature  Communicate+ perspectives from 
young people 

Rosemary Edwards, the producer of 
Springwatch, lets us behind the scenes of the 
successful Springwatch 2020 programme, which 
quickly pivoted during lockdown to a successful 
virtual and online programme. What did they 
learn, and what’s next for Springwatch?  

 Ralph Underhill returns to Communicate 
with another popular workshop challenging 
us to re-frame the way we talk about nature 
conservation in the new normal. 
 

 

 We’ll be running Communicate + ahead of 
this year’s event with young people aged 
11-14. We’re handing this session over to 
them to curate to help us all understand 
how to work with this age group more 
effectively. 
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In conversation with Ellen Tout   The return of live events  The latest research you need to 
know 

Ellen Tout is a writer, journalist and outdoor 
enthusiast based in Kent, UK. She works 
primarily for Psychologies as the magazine’s Eco 
Living Editor, where she writes a monthly Eco 
Worrier column – aiming to translate complex 
sustainability questions into digestible and 
inspiring information. 

 
 
 

What’s next for the live events sector? As we 
all look ahead to spring and summer 2021, 
join us for an ideas and information session 
of going digital, going hybrid, social 
distancing and delivery under lockdown. 

 In this fast-paced session, we’ll be 
welcoming researchers working on the 
cutting edge of understanding how people 
think, behave and connect with 
environmental messaging. 
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In conversation with Adam Vaughan  The new landscape for volunteers  Current thinking about behaviour 
change 

Adam Vaughan is chief reporter at New 
Scientist, where he regularly reports on 
environment stories for the magazine’s news, 
features and podcasts. 

 What role will volunteers play as we start to 
build back the sector? We’ll be looking at 
range of perspectives as we explore the new 
landscape for environmental volunteering. 

 Join us for this deep dive exploring current 
and emerging techniques for 
understanding, promoting and evaluating 
behaviour change. 
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The Incremental Revolution: 
reconnecting society with its 

ecological roots 

 Reframing the wildlife gardening 
ask 

 Breathing new life into your social 
media campaigns 

How might we spark an incremental revolution 
in the big social systems that are driving 
environmental destruction? In this interactive 
discussion author, scientist and broadcaster Dr 
Mark Everard leads us through a solutions based 
exploration of how we, as environmental 
communicators, might empower systems level 
change in policy, equity, economics and 
technology. 

 One of the most popular asks for individual 
behaviour change centres around wildlife 
gardening. In this session we’ll look closely at 
the way this ask has been developed and 
delivered by organisations in collaboration 
and in competition, and what difference we 
are making. 

 Ten years after social media has become a 
standard channel for communication and 
engagement, some organisations are 
feeling stretched, tired or find themselves 
churning out the same old content. The 
award-winning digital team from 
Greenhouse PR will lead this session to 
help you breathe new life into your social. 
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Hope in Hell: in conversation with 
Jonathon Porritt 

 

Re-thinking parks 

 

A roundtable with Conservation 
Optimism 

Jonathon Porritt is Founder Director of Forum 
for the Future and has been on the front line of 
green campaigning for more than 45 years. He’s 
been a member of the Green Party throughout 
that time and has worked tirelessly to promote 
the solutions to today’s converging 
environmental crises. His latest book, “Hope in 
Hell”, was published in June 2020. 
 

 

The Future Parks Accelerator programme is a 
game-changer for how parks in the UK are 
managed, with major funding and support 
from The National Lottery Heritage Fund and 
National Trust to change how we are looking 
at parks. This session will be an interactive 
opportunity to help shape the programme. 

 

Wild nature and species have declined by 
70% over the last 50 years, so why does 
the Conservation Optimism team feel 
optimism about conservation is important? 
Join this roundtable to find out what 
optimism means to various team members, 
how they are using their optimism as a 
powerful tool to reframe the conservation 
narrative and how we can all put it into 
action and empower others to act for 
nature.  

 

 4:30PM – 5:00PM - THE SWAP: Wrapping up the days’ discussions and trading insights from across the conference 
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HOW IT WORKS 
 
We are hugely excited to bring Communicate to a fully digital platform for the first time and look forward 
to having you join us. 
 
2020 has been a year defined by change, shining spotlights on new opportunities and challenges alike. Join 
a unique multi-sector community online for Communicate 2020 to explore five vital themes for the 
emerging landscape of environmental communications. 
 
- New tools for the new normal 
- Intersectionality and environment 
- Nature based solutions 
- Connecting to places and spaces 
- Perspectives and reflections  
 
Each day of our packed programme will be structured into 5 timeslots each hosting a choice of 3 parallel 
sessions. We begin each day with registration and orientation from 9AM, with a standard lunch break, 
‘fireside chat’ style networking slots and ‘drop back in points’ to help you reconnect if you have to switch 
your attention for part of the day. We then close with The Swap – a Communicate ‘favourite format’ 
wrapping up the days’ discussions and trading insights from across the conference before we finish at 5PM. 
 
You’ll receive full details and joining notes as part of your registration package. 
If you’ve not yet signed up please visit www.communicatenow.org.uk to secure your spot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communicate is brought to you by the Natural History Consortium: a charitable, multisector partnership 
engaging people with nature through collaborative action 
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