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BioBlitz: Churston Woods, 
7th and 8th of June 2019 

The Churston Woods Revival Project is delighted to 

invite you to the first BioBlitz in Churston Woods, 

east of Churston Ferrers, in Brixham, South Devon. 

It is owned by Torbay Council (TC) and leased to 

Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust (TCCT).  

About Churston Woods 

The Churston Woods consist of: The Grove (15.4 

ha) Ball Copse (2.26 ha) The Grove is in a shallow 

valley that runs eastward to Churston Cove. The 

smaller wood  

These woods have a rich ecological, cultural and 

historical Interest.  During the Bronze Age 

Phoenician traders beached at what is now 

Churston Cove on their way to trading centres 

around Dartmoor. It is a designated PAWS 

Plantation on an Ancient Woodland Site.  Land use 

through the centuries has resulted in a mosaic of 

different habitats in a semi-natural ancient 

woodland altered by industry and commercial 

plantation. During the industrial revolution the 

area was quarried for limestone for building and 

the creation of quick lime in the kilns which still 

exist.  

Following the decline of lime burning there were 

two consecutive non-native plantations which 

covered 50% of the woodland. The first was after 

WW1. This was harvested and replanted circa 

1945. This was a dense. dark and quiet wood until 

2017 when removal of Japanese larch and sweet 

chestnut was ordered by the Forestry Commission 

to prevent the spread of infectious disease. As well 

as the target trees all other trees within the same 

zone were also felled. This included ash, hazel 

birch, and cherry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An unexpected consequence of the felling was the 

creation of an irregular but biodiverse 20-acre 

coppice with regenerating hazel, sweet chestnut, 

ash, sycamore, yew, birch and wild cherry.  

Summer 2018 saw an explosion of plant life, 

insects and birds and butterflies Early in 2018 

around 4800 trees were planted by contractors, 

volunteers from TCCT, and the Friends of Grove 

Woods. Since then this growing Friend’s group has 

undertaken practical conservation management, 

education, Citizen Science. Now in spring 2019 the 

wood is totally unrecognisable. The felling Has 

created a rich mosaic of habitats. There is birdsong 

everywhere, the first butterflies are appearing in 

the wide and newly created ride. Over 160 plants 

have been recorded and 20 species of butterfly. so 

far. There is so much else to discover. 

This is where you come in:  
County Recorders and keen amateur 

ecologists of Devon are invited to 
take part in a The First BioBlitz in the 

Churston Wood 
If you want to 

• Lead a walk in your specialist subject 

• Help enter the records into iRecord  

Please spread the word and if you can’t make it, 

please let me know of anyone who could take 

your place. 

To register or get more information please 

contact: 

nigelwood12@gmail.com 

07918 188 293 

Maps etc to follow on Reply 
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