
SEEK OUT A SPECIES
CITY NATURE CHALLENGE MISSION

TARGET: RARE AND UNUSUAL SPECIES
MISSION: RECORD A PARTICULAR RARE

OR INTERESTING SPECIES

MISSION BRIEFING

TOP TIPS RECOMMENDED KIT

MISSION CONTEXT

Some wildlife species are unlikely to show up on a casual walk or trip around your local park. To find rarities or

specialist species you may need to seek them out directly in their specific habitats or known locations. Pick a target

species that interests you and, with a little research, you can identify where in the region you are most likely to be able

to find and record. It could be something big and flashy like a Peregrine or something really niche like a rare beetle,

upload your observations via the free iNaturalist app to tick off these rarities and build our species count for the City

Nature Challenge.

 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Like the search for Bigfoot, a species mission makes a great story! Share the story of your adventure on social media

using the hashtags above. What is your mission? Tell us about your chosen species and why it is so interesting. How do

you feel along the way and what amazing things have you found? It doesn’t have to be super smooth or edited.

Photos, Instagram or facebook stories or short, rough youtube videos are all great ways to build a buzz around the City

Nature Challenge and inspire others to get involved.

A mobile phone with the iNaturalist app

installed

Any specialist equipment for finding your

chosen species (Bat detector? Moth

trap? Hand lens?)

A charger and/or battery pack to keep

your phone going

Comfortable footwear suitable for the

terrain – city street or rugged path

Weatherproof clothing, sunscreen, snacks

and water to keep you going

Make sure you pick a species that is likely to be found in the

West of England, in a habitat you can access, and that is likely

to be active in April (i.e. not hibernating, etc.)

Don’t forget to record other observations you make along the

way to find your highlight species.

Save phone data and battery by snapping species as you go

along, then stop at a pub or café to refresh, charge up and

connect to WiFi whilst you upload your photos to iNaturalist

Check your phone camera settings to make sure your camera

allows location tagging so that your phone remembers where

the photo was taken and not where you are uploading from

Volunteers and naturalists have been recording wildlife in the West of England for hundreds of years, mapping out

where different species are thriving or struggling in our changing landscape - which is amazing! BUT that is still

just the tip of the iceberg. There are big gaps in what we know about the wildlife on our doorstep and some of the

information is years out of date – even the most common species are often under recorded. Conservationists,

researchers, planners and policy makers need more complete, up to date information to make better informed

decisions to secure a future for your local wildlife and we need your help to fill the gaps in the data.

City Nature Challenge is an international competition to see which city in the world can find and record the most wildlife

over 26-29 April 2019. Help Bristol & Bath climb the rankings by taking on a City Nature Challenge Mission!

festivalofnature.org.uk | @festofnature | #CNCBristolBath


