
 

TIPS FOR SAFE, RESPONSIBLE WILDLIFE SURVEYING 

 

Collecting specimens 

You should only collect specimens where absolutely necessary and never more than you need. For some expert 

naturalists (notably botanists and entomologists) it is important to collect specimens for identification. Species that 

are readily identifiable in the field and those considered rare or endangered should never be collected – if in doubt, 

leave it where it is. We recommend following the Amateur Entomologists’ Society Code of Conduct. 

 

Endangered species licenses 

Some species and habitats require licenses for surveying. For example, it is illegal to disturb priority conservation 

species such as great crested newts, dormice, water voles, otters, bats and crayfish without the appropriate survey 

licensing. If you are unsure about what licensing is required contact your local specialist group. You can find a list of 

protected species here 

 

Environmental impacts 

Be mindful of the environmental impact of your chosen surveying techniques. Protect habitats and remember the 

interests of other naturalists. Avoid harm to nesting animals and to vegetation, particularly rare or fragile plants. 

Here are a few examples: 

• When ‘scrub bashing’ for invertebrates avoid damaging vegetation – a sharp tap is usually enough  

• Put any captured specimens back where you found them 

• Overturned stones, loose bark and logs should be gently replaced in their original positions 

• Damage to aquatic habitats from over-vigorous use of water nets or kick sampling should be avoided 

• Wash all your equipment thoroughly between sites to avoid spreading invasive species and diseases 

 

Poisonous and venomous species 

Many UK species of plants, fungi and invertebrates are poisonous (make you ill if you eat them) or venomous 

(defend themselves by injecting venom through a bite or sting). Do not consume anything you find without 

confirmation that it is edible from an expert. A useful blog on poisonous plants can be found here. 

Non venomous creatures can still bite and scratch! Wash any cuts thoroughly and seek medical attention at the first 

sign of infection. 

https://www.amentsoc.org/publications/online/collecting-code.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
http://enjoythecountryside.com/poisonous-plants/


 

Wildlife borne diseases 

To reduce your risk of exposure to wildlife borne disease it is important to: 

• wash your hands with soap and water after handling animals, plants, soil or water 

• clean any wounds as soon as possible 

• cover any cuts and grazes with waterproof plasters 

• don’t touch dead animals with your bare hands 

Lyme Disease is a potentially very harmful infection spread by ticks. If you are surveying in long grass or woodland, 

tuck your trousers into your socks and conduct a thorough check for ticks which must be removed quickly and safely. 

Click here for information from Public Health England. 

 

Access and permissions 

Before surveying you should always get the landowners permission. If you are surveying in a public space, make sure 

you don’t use any invasive methods and avoid disturbing others. 

Do not trespass on private property and avoid areas where you may disturb sensitive species. 

 

Courtesy and etiquette 

You may be asked what you are doing by curious members of the public. Be polite and invite others to download the 

app and take part in the challenge. 

The competitive element of the challenge is friendly and collaborative and we are all learning with different levels of 

expertise. Engage in discussion about wildlife identification and issues affecting wildlife but avoid belittling or being 

combative with people who may not hold the same opinion as you, either in person or online. 

 

Outdoor safety 

Wear sensible footwear and clothing depending on where you will be surveying and the weather conditions. Make 

sure you have plenty of water, snacks, sun cream and protection from the elements! When surveying near steep 

drops or water, make sensible choices and never put yourself at risk for the sake of getting a better picture.  

 

Travel and awareness 

Be aware of your surroundings when entering records into your phone. Take care of traffic and other pedestrians 

and avoid slips trips and falls by standing still whilst entering records. Never use your phone whilst driving! 

Consider using more sustainable travel methods to visit your chosen surveying site. Walking and Cycling are zero 

carbon options where you can record as you go, or consider public transport or car sharing if you are visiting further 

afield. 

 

In case of emergency contact the emergency services. Activities are undertaken at your own risk. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/694160/PHE_Tick_Poster_A4.pdf

