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The Festival of Nature returns to Bristol this summer, taking centre stage at this year’s 
European Green Capital celebrations. Join us for a summer packed full of wild events on 
your doorstep!

Welcome to the Festival of Nature 2015

Kick off with Bristol BioBlitz on 15 and 16 May – a race against the clock to 
count as much wildlife as possible in the stunning surroundings of Oldbury 
Court Estate (pages 16–17)

Discover the wildlife on your doorstep with a whole host of community 
events taking place in your local green spaces throughout the summer 
(pages 18–19)

Prepare to be amazed as nature takes over the Bristol Harbourside  
on 13 and 14 June for our huge Wild Weekend festival (pages 4–8) 

And join us in Bath’s Royal Victoria Park for the Bath Festival of Nature  
on 27 June (pages 14–15)

Wherever you find us you’ll be sure to find a host of hands-on fun for every generation, 
and plenty of ways to discover, enjoy and protect our wonderful natural world. 

Keep up to date with full programme details on our website, festivalofnature.org.uk 

Get ready for a wild summer of discovery!
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Millennium Square

Avon Wildlife Trust
AWT wants to turn Bristol into one giant nature reserve. Our Wild 
City maps show the best places for linking together existing – 
and creating new – green spaces in your area. We’ve got wildlife 
garden starter boxes to give away so you can do something 
amazing for wildlife in your patch.

BBC
The world famous BBC Natural History Unit will be 
demonstrating some of their latest specialist cameras, gadgets 
and gizmos. Have a go at being a wildlife presenter as you’re 
magically transported into a nature documentary and meet some 
‘real’ wildlife presenters including Bill Oddie and CBeebies’ 
Andy Day.

Bristol Museum & BRERC
Explore Bristol’s wildlife through the museum’s stunning 
natural-history specimens. Discover a hidden natural world on 
our doorstep, brush up on your animal ID skills with the curators 
and find out about recording Bristol’s wildlife with BRERC.

Bugs!
Explore the superpowers of bugs with Bristol Zoo Gardens, 
the Wild Place Project and the Avon Gorge and Downs Wildlife 
Project. Meet live animals and investigate bug biofacts. Join us 
in making a giant bug home over the weekend and discover other 
ways of becoming a superhero for bugs.

Clifton College: Pondlife
Visit our ‘Pondlife’ exhibit to find out how to construct a simple 
pond in your back garden, how to study its inhabitants, and how 
to support local biodiversity. Try your hand at pond-dipping and 
have a go at identifying pond critters under the microscope!

University of Bristol
Engage in hands-on activities based around real nature-based 
research at the University of Bristol. Explore how your genes 
help you to fight the flu, discover the underground world of roots 
and learn about the power of water. Also see demonstrations 
around our uncertain world, camouflage and deadly pitcher 
plant research!

University of the West of England
Visit UWE Bristol’s tent for a range of activities for the whole 
family. From peddling a bike to see how much energy you 
can produce through to cutting-edge robotics, showing how 
engineers mimic nature to copy some of the animal kingdom’s 
best superhuman skills. 

Wild Woodlands 
Delivered by the National Trust and One Tree Per Child, come 
and swing into the world of trees. Follow our treasure hunt and 
discover the history of Bristol, as told by its oldest tree. Design 
your own tree print card and find out about taking part in Tree 
Watch. Celebrate our champion and old trees with the National 
Trust and learn about the diverse wildlife they support.

The Festival of Nature’s Wild Weekend brings Bristol’s Harbourside to life with the UK’s biggest free 
natural-history event, held across two days. This huge celebration of nature features more than 100 
organisations and a programme of hands-on activities, fascinating talks, live entertainment, a market 
bursting with local produce and much more. Get set for a wild weekend!

festivalofnature.org.uk @festofnature4

Festival of Nature Wild Weekend
Saturday 13 June, 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. 
Sunday 14 June, 10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Bristol Harbourside
Free Event
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Anchor Square
Grow Wild
Supported by the Big Lottery Fund and led by the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew; Grow Wild inspires communities, friends, 
neighbours and individuals across the UK to come together to 
transform local spaces, by sowing, growing and enjoying native 
wild flowers. Visit the team to find out more, pick up a free packet 
of wild flower seeds and enter an exclusive competition. 

Amphitheatre

Bristol 2015 
Bristol is European Green Capital! Come along and take part in 
hands-on activities across the five Bristol 2015 themes: nature, 
resources, food, energy and transport. Make your own pledge to 
‘Do 15’ this year. Keep your eye out for the big green button!

Bristol Astronomical Society
Join the Bristol Astronomical Society in the Amphitheatre for 
your chance to view the Sun up close using Bristol Astronomical 
Society’s solar telescopes, and find out more about astronomy 
in Bristol.

Green Technology and Engineering 
Visit this marquee to join the University of Leeds in exploring the 
links between the natural world and engineering – what have we 
learnt from nature and how can we use it for building and clean 
energy? Also meet Bristol Energy Champions – a great chance to 
get involved in community energy projects across Bristol. 

Homes for Nature
Delivered by the RSPB, the Homes for Nature marquee is the 
place to find out how you can give nature a home. Discover what 
the RSPB is doing to create homes for wildlife in the South West 
and beyond. Visit the People’s Trust for Endangered Species’ 
exhibit to learn how to become a Hedgehog Champion in your 
neighbourhood, get tips on mammal spotting and take part in 
wild crafts and quizzes!

Marine and Oceans 
Explore the marine world with a host of organisations, including 
Bristol Aquarium, The Marine Conservation Society and the 
Shark and Coral Conservation Trust. Peek inside a marvellous 
mobile rockpool, home to shuffling shore crabs, sensational 
shark eggcases and sucker-tastic starfish. Can you identify 
mystery beachcombed artefacts? Take a seashore safari guide, 
ask questions and inspire your love of the sea.

North Somerset Butterfly House
Immerse yourself in the pop-up butterfly garden, walking 
through a tunnel surrounded by beautiful butterflies and exotic 
plants. Learn more about these stunning insects and other 
insects from expert ‘Pete the Bug Man’.

Wildlife Garden 
See the Amphitheatre transformed into a pop-up wildlife garden, 
curated by the specialist garden designers Earth Timber Stone. 
Relax in the garden and pick up some practical tips for making 
your garden a home for wildlife.

Wild Waters
Discover our rivers, estuaries and wetlands and understand 
the many challenges we face with keeping our waters clean 
and healthy for people and wildlife. Get your feet wet and get 
involved with an exciting local project. Join Natural England to 
explore a place where Somerset wetland wildlife thrives and 
the elusive bittern booms amongst the reedbeds, and visit the 
WWT stand to support their work in saving some of the planet’s 
critically endangered species and their wetland habitats.
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Festival of Nature Wild Weekend

Green Forum Marquee 
Amphitheatre

Want to find out what you can do for nature and the environment? Perhaps you’re itching to learn about 
insects or passionate about your local park? Meet your local and national environmental heroes in the 
Green Forum and find out how you can join a group, support a campaign or try something totally new! 

Green Forum exhibitors include: 

• Avon Bat Group

•  Bristol Astronomical Society

• Bristol Civic Society

• Bristol Greenpeace

•  Bristol Naturalist Society

•  Bristol Nature Network

• Bristol on Two Wheels

•  Bristol Ornithological Club

• Bristol Parks Forum

•  Bristol Water Aid Supporters Group

• B umblebee Conservation Trust

• CPRE Avonside

• Elephants for Africa

• Hawk and Owl Trust

• Human Nature

• John Muir Trust

• RSPCA

• Seed Idea 

• Shepherd’s Way Radio

• Society of Biology

•  Somerset Badger Group

• Specialised Nestboxes

… and many more!

Green Forum Marquee, Festival Market and Satellite Events

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld
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Festival Market
Browse over 40 stalls in the Green Market and indulge in some weekend shopping with a difference; take 
your pick from the catering area, packed with tastes from around the world; or relax in the beer garden and 
soak up the festival atmosphere. 

Wildlife returns to Bristol  
and the South West
12 June, 7.30 p.m., Folk House

Sponsored by Nature Picture Library in 
association with the Avon Wildlife Trust. 

Come and hear Nick Upton and Sam Hobson, 
award-winning wildlife photographers, talking 
about their work in and near to Bristol. A unique 
opportunity to hear the stories behind the 
stunning shots. An event not to be missed!

Gardeners’ 
Question  
Time

We’re thrilled to be 
joining forces with Bristol 

2015 to host a very special edition of Radio 
4’s Gardeners’ Question Time as part of this 
year’s Festival of Nature. Keep an eye on our 
website for further details and tickets – join us 
in the audience and bring your best gardening 
questions for the panel of experts!

The Grow Wild 
Stage 
Anchor Square

Enjoy a host of entertainment on the Grow Wild 
Stage throughout the festival weekend while 
you discover wonderful UK native wild flowers  
with our friends from Kew Gardens. 

To get handpicked 
offers from our 
independent stalls 
throughout the 
Festival, download the 
Wriggle app – and add 
code ‘festivalON’  
to get an extra £3 off.

Market traders include:

•  A New Day Holistic Services

• Bioaqua Farm

• Burger Theory

• Collision Accessories

•  Cotham Chiropractic Clinic

• Em’s Kitchen

• Fair and Funky Skirts

• Flotty’s Jewellery

• Glenholme Herbs

• Happy Holistics

• Into Coffee

• Jimbos Kitchen

• Jim Munnion

•  Katie Johnston Jewellery

• La Bonne Crepe

• Marchwood

• Meadow in My Garden

• Mild West Heroes

•  MKS Food Distribution

• Mustard Cuts

• Noodle Kitchen

• Panna Creative

• Ronald Swanwick

• R&B Soulfood

• Satchel Hut

• Severn Cider Ltd

•  Somerset Cheese Company

• Taste of Spice

• The Hot Hog Company

• The Knitted Pea

• Treats With A Twist

• West Country Flavours

• Wilcox Cider

•  Wild Futures Trading Ltd

• Winnies Bakery Ltd

... and many more!

Special 
Satellite  

Event 

Live 
Recording
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Bill Oddie 
Saturday 13 June 

We are delighted 
to announce that 
Bill Oddie will be 
headlining the 

Festival of Nature’s Talks Tent on Saturday 13 June. 
The nation’s best known birder, Bill Oddie is a 
multitalented celebrity – wildlife TV presenter, 
broadcaster, writer, songwriter, musician and 
conservationist. Bill will be speaking about his 
wild experiences and sharing his new book Bill 
Oddie Unplucked. Not to be missed!

Andy Day 
Saturday 13 June 

CBeebies presenter 
Andy Day, star 
of Andy’s Wild 
Adventures and Andy’s 

Dinosaur Adventures, will be joining us at the 
festival on Saturday 13 June. Come along to join 
in with the Tyrannosaurus Rap and ask Andy your 
questions.

George McGavin 
Sunday 14 June 

Join us for an audience 
with television 
presenter, author, 
lecturer, and explorer 

Dr George McGavin. George has starred in a host 
of BBC documentaries, including After Life - The 
Science of Decay, Prehistoric Autopsy, Miniature 
Britain, and Planet Ant: Life Inside the Colony, and 
is the One Show’s resident bug man. Come along 
to hear about George’s experiences on and off 
camera, and ask him your questions.

Jen Gale 
Sunday 14 June 

Jen and her family 
spent a year Buying 
Nothing New 
in 2012/13, and 

documented their year in Jen’s popular blog ‘My 
Make Do and Mend Year’. Come along to hear 
about why they did it; what they learned; the 
challenges, and the triumphs; and Jen’s top tips for 
for ‘conscious consuming’! 

festivalofnature.org.uk @festofnature8

Festival of Nature Talks

Here’s a taste of what’s on…

We’re thrilled to announce an exciting line up of talks throughout the Festival Weekend. Ranging from  
local experts to BBC presenters, and topics varying from living sustainably, to wildlife journalism, to 
dinosaur raps – there’s something for everyone!

All talks are free and you don’t need a ticket. Visit festivalofnature.org.uk for the full schedule.
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This is just a snapshot of a packed programme of inspiring talks taking 
place at the festival throughout the weekend – see our website for timings 
and a full schedule.
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BRISTOL
BRIGHT
NIGHT
European Researchers’ Night

Discover, explore and challenge
Bristol’s cutting-edge research

Plan your Friday Night with a difference
Friday 25th September 2015 
Noon – Midnight
Bristol Harbourside 

www.bristolbrightnight.com 
#bristolbrightnight

FREE  FOR EVERYONE 

WITH THANKS TO
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Bristol Wild Weekend – Site Plan

Key
1. Grow Wild
2. Bristol Water
3. Clifton College: Pondlife 
4. Bugs!
5. BBC Natural History Unit
6. University of Bristol
7.  University of the West of England
8. Wild Woodlands 
9. Avon Wildlife Trust
10. Bristol Museum and BRERC

11. Wild Waters 
12. Marine and Oceans
13. Green Technology and Engineering
14. Bristol 2015
15. Homes for Wildlife
16. Talks Tent
17. Green Forum
18. Wildlife Garden
19. North Somerset Butterfl y House
20. Bristol Astronomical Society
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Bath Festival of Nature – Site Plan

Key
1. Green Forum
2. Discovery Dome
3.  Avon Wildlife Trust Tent and Landrover
4. RSPB Tent
5. Into Coffee Catering Van

6. Pastilla House Catering
7. Workshops Tent
8. Natural England Tent
9. Wild Waters Tent
10. National Trust Tent

See pages 14–15 to find out more about the Bath Festival of Nature

WCs

BandstandRoyal Victoria
Park

Ro
ya

l A
ve

nu
e



EXHIBITION TICKETS:  
£5/£4 concs. Under 16s free

OPENING TIMES:  
Tue - Fri, 10am - 5pm,  
Sat/Sun 10am - 6pm closed Mondays 
except school and bank holidays

M Shed: Princes Wharf,  
Wapping Road, Bristol BS1 4RN  
Tel: 0117 352 6600   
bristolmuseums.org.uk 

18 July – 1 November 2015

Exhibition organised and 
toured by the National Media 
Museum, Bradford

An award-winning, sustainable venue, 
situated in a 250-acre nature reserve,  

just 10 miles from Bristol and Bath. 

follyfarm.org @follyfarmcentre 

 Folly Farm Centre 

Avon Wildlife Trust – Registered Charity No: 280422. Photo: © ElanImages.co.uk

T: 01275 331 590 
E: info@follyfarm.org

• Conference centre

•  Residential and  
non-residential school 
programmes

• Weddings

• Group accommodation

All proceeds from the 
Folly Farm Centre 
are gift-aided to Avon 
Wildlife Trust, to protect 
wildlife and inspire 
people about nature.
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The Festival of Nature will be returning to Bath for another free day of fun, celebrating wildlife in the heart 
of the city. On Saturday 27 June, local and national environmental organisations will once again be flocking 
together in the beautiful Royal Victoria Park to offer an extraordinary showcase of the natural world with 
interactive exhibitions and inspirational activities. Visitors are encouraged to get stuck in exploring the 
surprises the natural world has to offer and discovering the incredible wildlife on their doorstep.

Bath Festival of Nature
Saturday 27 June 2015 
11.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m.

Bandstand Lawn,  
Royal Victoria Park, Bath

At the Bath Festival of Nature you will: 

• Find colourful pop-up garden displays from the Bath WI

• Laugh out loud with some nature-themed comedy in our workshops tent

• Discover wildlife on your doorstep with expert-led nature walks

• Sample some delicious food from local traders

...and much more!

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld


@festofnature 15festivalofnature.org.uk

Avon Wildlife Trust Tent
Come and learn how Avon Wildlife Trust, Buglife and other 
partners are creating an ambitious network of B-Lines across 
Avon, helping to restore populations of bees, butterflies and 
other pollinating insects, by supporting landowners and 
communities to restore wildflower habitats.

Green Forum
Come along to the Green Forum to meet local organisations, find 
out how you can get involved, or support your local wildlife.

National Trust Tent
Come and find the National Trust Tent and discover a charity that 
works to preserve and protect incredible historic places and 
spaces for ever, for everyone. Take part in some of the ’50 things 
to do before you’re 11 ¾’ and find out how easy it is to get out into 
the countryside and look down over the city. 

Natural England Tent
Celebrate Bath’s bats with Natural England! Learn about the 
different species of bat living in Bath and their habitats around 
the city, and even make your own bat to take home. Don’t miss a 
visit to the Natural England Tent to find out about our amazing 
countryside and the wildlife that we share it with.

RSPB Tent
Come and meet us for helpful hints on how to give nature a home 
in Bath and how we are giving nature a home in the wider South 
West. A selection of RSPB products will be available to purchase 
and we will be pleased to answer your wildlife questions.

Wild Waters Tent
Water is an essential part of our daily lives. Discover the vital 
role of water in Bath and the surrounding river catchment. A 
range of organisations will be sharing their experiences of 
water management and use, and help you understand the many 
challenges that we face with keeping our waters clean and 
healthy for people, wildlife and our climate.

Getting here
Royal Victoria Park is located in central Bath, a short walk 
from Bath Spa station, which is only 16 minutes by train from 
Bristol Temple Meads. For further details on getting here, 
visit festivalofnature.org.uk  Most areas of the park are 
accessible to pushchairs and wheelchair users.

More to Explore
Discovery Dome
Step into the extraordinary world of wildlife and art films in 
our immersive Discovery Dome. Sit back and relax and let 
art, nature and wonder take over. 

Pop-up Photography Exhibition
Bath Photowalk plans regular, free walks in and around 
Bath. As part of our walks, we often come across both the 
beautiful and the bizarre, and we’ll be displaying these 
images in our pop-up exhibition.

Forest of Imagination Art Installation
Discover the natural world as you never have before with 
artwork, imagination and inspiration provided by the Forest 
of Imagination, www.forestofimagination.com

Workshops Tent
Life-casting Workshop
Have a go at life casting – the art of creating unique, natural, 
three-dimensional sculptures from life. Learn how to make 
moulds of paws, plants, vegetables, hands, feet or even your 
face, and cast them in plaster of Paris. Run by life-cast artist 
Simon Broadhead, www.lifecast.me.uk 

Drawing Workshop
Explore your connection to nature through drawing with Andrew 
Lansley of WalkandDrawBath. Some materials will be available, 
but you can also bring your own sketchbook and drawing tools 
to join in too. Materials available with thanks to Neil’s Yard 
Remedies. 

Stand-up Comedy
Bath’s finest scientific minds gather to deliver their research 
stand-up style! Science Stand Up showcases Bath University’s 
postgraduate students and researchers, who will be entertaining 
audiences with fascinating science performances. 

For workshop times and bookings, visit festivalofnature.org.uk

Walks
Photography Walk, 12.00 – 2.00 p.m.
Bath Photowalk is excited to once again be running a 
nature-themed walk as part of Bath Festival of Nature! Join 
us for an amble through Bath with the aim of discovering and 
photographing nature within the city. No experience necessary – 
just turn up with your camera and see what you can discover!

Nature Walk, 2.00 – 2.45 p.m.
Wander through the leafy grounds of Royal Victoria Park and 
discover some of the incredible wildlife on your doorstep 
with David Goode, Bath’s own expert naturalist and author of 
Nature in Towns and Cities. Uncover ancient badger sets, watch 
butterflies flutter by and listen to the twittering birds as you 
head towards the stunning botanical gardens. 

Walks leave promptly from in front of the bandstand. To book 
your space, visit festivalofnature.org.uk

Look out for… 
Bath Festival of Nature fringe events on Wednesday 24 and 
Thursday 25 June. For more information see our website. 

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld


Bristol BioBlitz at Oldbury Court

We have 24 hours to discover as much wildlife as possible!  
The race is on…
Become a wildlife explorer for a day and discover what’s living right on your doorstep. Our team of 
experienced naturalists and wildlife watchers need your help to find and identify as many different species 
of birds, bugs, plants and beasties as we can before the clock runs out. Just like a real scientific expedition, 
everything we find will be documented and passed on to local and national databases that monitor 
our local wildlife. With interactive activities for kids, grown-ups, beginners and experts alike, there is 
something for everyone.

Only three miles from Bristol city centre, Oldbury Court is a beautiful and diverse estate, combining 
woodland and riverside paths with historic parkland and excellent childrens’ play facilities. Make a day of 
it and bring a picnic or grab a bite from the park kiosk.

festivalofnature.org.uk @festofnature16

Visit festivalofnature.org.uk for more details and to book your place on one of our specialist-led wildlife 
walks, talks and activities, or drop in to our BioBlitz base camp by the Oldbury Court play park anytime 
from 5.00 – 9.00 p.m. on Friday or 9.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. on Saturday.

Friday 15 May, 5.00 p.m. – late
Saturday 16 May 9.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Oldbury Court Estate, Fishponds
Free Event 

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld


Getting here
Most of our visitors come on foot, by bike or by public transport. Oldbury Court lies along the Frome Valley 
Walkway and is just a short cycle ride from the city centre with excellent access paths that link the estate to 
neighbouring Eastville Park and Stoke Park. 

BioBlitz Base Camp will be situated by the Children’s Playground at the Oldbury Court Road entrance  
(BS16 2JH). Jump on the X49 bus from Cabot Circus Bus Stop C towards Yate, which will drop you at the 
Cross Hands Stop B for a short walk down Oldbury Court Road to the entrance. There is limited parking off 
Oldbury Court Road (BS16 2JH) and Snuff Mills (BS16 1DL), open 8.00 a.m. to dusk.

Most areas of the park are accessible to pushchairs and wheelchair users.

Activities include:

• Brilliant Botany

• Discover the Dawn Chorus

• Meet Bristol’s Bats

•  Bristol 2015 Wild Encounters  
Film Screening

• Alien Discovery

• Marvellous Moths

• Pond Dipping

• Meet the Experts

...and much more!
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A Wild Day at Stoke Park
Monday 25 May, 1.00 – 5.00 p.m.
Signposted from the Cameron Centre,  
Romney Avenue, Lockleaze

A fun, free family event exploring the woodland and wildlife of 
Stoke Park. Take a ‘walk on the wild side’ with local naturalist 
and bush craft expert Steve England and learn all about Stoke 
Park’s hidden wildlife and wild foods. Help our experts hunt for 
bugs and become a nature detective in our special woodland 
laboratory. Get involved in our nature drawing workshops and 
find out how to make amazing woodland crafts out of natural 
materials. 

Dundry Slopes Discovery Day 
Saturday 30 May 2015, 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.
81st Scout Hut, 501 Bishport Avenue,  
Hartcliffe, Bristol

The day will be jam-packed with FREE nature-themed activities, 
including a wildlife walk led by Avon Wildlife Trust ecologist 
Mary Wood, a family bug hunt with Tony Smith (Bristol 
Naturalists’ Society) and mammal tracking with Gill Brown (Otter 
Group). Other stalls and activities include CSV, The Hawk and 
Owl Trust, Hedgehog Rescue, and much more. There will also be 
wildflower plug planting and FREE starter kits for people to take 
home to enhance their garden for wildlife. 

Victoria Park BioBlitz and Wildlife Day
Saturday 4 July, 10.00 a.m. – 4.30 p.m.
Victoria Park, Windmill Hill, Bristol

Wildlife activities for all ages with Victoria Park Action Group. 
Storytelling, art workshops, build a giant bee colony, special 
guests and animals, bug hunting, wild food foraging walk. 
Discover more about hedgehogs, reptiles, our new wild flower 
meadow and all the secret nature on your doorstep! Join the race 
to find and identify as many wild species as possible! Bat walk 
and moth trapping from 8.30 p.m. on Friday! 

Callington Road Family Nature Day
Saturday 25 July, 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.
Callington Road Local Nature Reserve, Brislington
A nature-filled day of fun for all the family! Join the Friends of 
Callington Road Nature Reserve for bug hunting, pond dipping, 
wildflower, bird and tree spotting on this beautiful reserve. Lots 
of arts and craft activities to get involved in, including badge and 
mask making, wildlife face painting, drawing workshops and 
nature writing.  Meet by the pond.

Wildlife Fun on the Farm
Saturday 8 August, 12.00 – 4.00 p.m. 
Lawrence Weston Community Farm
Join us for a free family afternoon of wildlife fun on the farm! 
Try your hand at pond dipping, join our experts in the race to 
find as many bugs and beasties as possible, discover beautiful 
butterflies on our guided walk on Long Cross Nature Site and 
take part in arts and crafts – all with a wildlife theme! Enjoy the 
bigger animals at Lawrence Weston Community Farm. Snacks 
and refreshments available from 12 noon.

Funded by Avonmouth & Kingsweston Neighbourhood 
Partnership

festivalofnature.org.uk @festofnature18

Community Events Programme
Discover wildlife on your doorstep throughout the summer with our exciting 
programme of community events. Full details can be found by visiting 
www.festivalofnature.org.uk

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld


Nocturnal Nature in the Avon Valley
Friday 11 September, 7.00 p.m. – late
An evening of after dark activities at Eastwood Farm and Avon 
Valley Woodlands! Join local naturalists to hunt for night-time 
nature such as bats and owls, then round off the evening by 
helping to identify mysterious moths caught in our special light 
trap at Beese’s Tea Gardens.

Visit both nature reserves and cross the river by boat! Wear 
sturdy shoes and bring a torch.

Organised together with South Gloucestershire Council and the 
Avon Frome Partnership

A Wild Day on Horfield Common! 
Saturday 12 September, 10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. 
Meet at the Ardagh, in the centre of Horfield 
Common
Join Friends of Horfield Common for this fantastic family event! 
Jam-packed with nature-themed activities, our Wild Day on 
the Common will include the chance to take part in a bug-hunt, 
pond-dipping activities and a programme of wildlife-themed 
arts. There’ll also be wild food, tree and wildlife walks. The event 
is free and suitable for all ages.

Portway Sunday Butterfly Walk
Sunday 13 September, 2.00 – 3.30 p.m.
Enjoy the tranquillity of a car-free gorge on this special Portway 
Sunday event. Learn to identify butterflies with Martin Collins 
and Timothy Dowling (Friends of Avon Gorge and Downs), and 
see how many of these lovely insects you can spot along the way.

Booking required – call the Avon Gorge & Downs Wildlife Project 
on 0117 903 0609 or e-mail mleivers@bristolzoo.org.uk

Meeting point details given on booking. Please note there are 
steep slopes and steps on this walk.

Wildlife with Dame Emily
Saturday 19 September, 1.00 – 5.00 p.m. 
Dame Emily Park, Bedminster
Come and join us for an afternoon of wildlife fun and exploration 
in the park! Become a nature detective and help our experts 
discover some of the creatures that make Dame Emily their home, 
take part in The Big Bug Hunt and marvel at your finds under 
our microscopes. Have a go at building your own insect house/
nest box and get creative with our nature themed arts and crafts 
activities. Lots of fun for all the family and it’s all free! Bring a 
picnic and join us from 1 .00 p.m. 

Funded by Greater Bedminster Neighbourhood Partnership

Badock’s Wood Green Hidden Treasures 
Celebration 
Sunday 20 September, 2.00 –  5.00 p.m. 
Badock’s Wood, Northern Gateway entrance, 
Doncaster Road, BS10 5PU
Save the date! Come along to Badock’s Wood and discover our 
fabulous new Green Hidden Treasures sculptures! We’ll also be 
joining forces with local experts to explore the hidden wildlife 
through a number of fun, interactive activities suitable for all the 
family! Full details will be published in the summer – keep an eye 
on our website, www.festivalofnature.org.uk 

Organised by the Friends of Badock’s Wood (www.fobw.org.uk)  
with funding from Henbury & Southmead Neighbourhood 
Partnership and Bristol 2015

@festofnature 19festivalofnature.org.uk

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld
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