
Beyond BioBlitz: a gateway to biological recording 

One of the core aims of BioBlitz is to encourage people to take part in biological recording both at the event 

and beyond. We are sending people on an expedition of discovery and BioBlitz is the first base camp where 

we need to provide three key elements: 

1. Awareness and interest: a BioBlitz is a great opportunity to let people know about the value of 

recording biodiversity in their local area – it could be their new hobby! 

2. Knowledge and skills: through the event we can demonstrate the often fun and exciting methods 

used for gathering sightings and help participants develop basic field study and ID skills  

3. Action: we can also use a BioBlitz as a launch pad to inspire and enable people to record wildlife for 

themselves, turning awareness into action to recruit a new generation of amateur naturalists 

The world of biological recording can be a bit daunting to the inexperienced and it is easy for people to lose 

enthusiasm if they come up against too many barriers as demonstrated by this lovely flow chart. This pack is 

designed to help break down these barriers through your BioBlitz by pointing people in the right direction.  
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Know your audience 

One of the great strengths of BioBlitz is the diversity of experience levels being brought together in one 

place. Obviously, not everyone who comes to a BioBlitz will end up as an expert naturalist. For many, the 

event will simply be a great opportunity to enjoy being outdoors and learning a bit about their local wildlife – 

which is great! Some, however, could be inspired to take up the mantle as the recorders of the future. 

We’ve identified 4 tiers of BioBlitz participants based on their level of engagement with wildlife and 

biodiversity recording – from complete novice to expert surveyor. We have lots of messages to get out 

through a BioBlitz but by targeting our messages to the right audiences we can shift our participants up the 

tiers encouraging further participation. 

Prior engagement level Example Groups (but could be anyone!) Likely event roles Messaging 

Tier 1: No/ limited prior interest in 

wildlife, biodiversity or 

conservation issues 

 

• Parents with children 

• Targeted ‘hard to reach’ groups 

• Passing footfall 

• School children 

• Teachers 

Visitors Introductory messages 

Secondary messages 

Tier 2: Some interest in wildlife, 

biodiversity or conservation issues 

but no knowledge/experience of 

biological recording 

 

• Students 

• Adults with existing interest 

• Parents with children 

• Teachers 

• Retirees 

Visitors 

Volunteers 

Introductory messages 

Secondary messages 

Tier 3: Occasionally take part in 

casual biological recording or 

record wildlife sightings but do not 

submit records to a recognised 

data repository 

 

• Students 

• Adults with existing interest 

• Wildlife enthusiasts (e.g. 

birdwatchers, photographers) 

• Wildlife sector professionals 

Visitors 

Volunteers 

Activity providers 

 

Secondary messages 

Tertiary messages 

Tier 4: Regularly contribute 

biological records to a recognised 

data repository 

 

• Wildlife sector professionals 

• Amateur naturalists 

Volunteers 

Activity providers 

 

Tertiary messages 

 

Introductory messages (Tiers 1-2 moving into Tiers 2-3) 

• Introducing to the outdoors environment and diversity of wildlife that lives there 

• Reassuring and empowering people to spend time in nature – ask what they are interested in 

• Tapping into the sense of awe and wonder we feel around nature 

• Introduction to the concept of BioBlitz and recording 

• Tapping into the competitive ‘race against time’ element of the event 

• Simple tips for identifying wildlife 

Secondary messages (Tiers 2-3 moving into Tiers 3-4) 

• The value of voluntary wildlife recording to local conservation efforts 

• Introduction to taxonomic identification and tools such as iSpot 

• How to record wildlife at home, citizen science projects 

• Reassuring and empowering people to take part and that their contribution is valued 

• Other environmental education opportunities 

Tertiary messages (Tier 3 moving into Tier4) 

• Skills development in wildlife identification and recording 

• Further opportunities for more advanced recording  



EXAMPLES 

Introductory messages  

“It’s amazing how much wildlife you can find in an area like this, you just have to take some time to look.” 

“If you close your eyes and listen, how many different bird calls can you hear?” 

“You can find all sorts of things in your own garden or local park” 

“There are thousands of different types of insects in the UK. Even easy ones we can point out like 

‘bumblebee’ or ‘ladybird’ actually have lots of different species” 

“Have you been here before? What do you know about the site and the wildlife here?” 

“There could be hundreds and hundreds of species here and we want to find as many as possible during 

today’s BioBlitz – we need your help!” 

“You can tell it’s a cricket and not a grasshopper because it has antennae that are longer than it’s body” 

Secondary messages 

“Everything we find gets written down and kept as a record so that wildlife scientists and the people who 

look after the land here know what wildlife they have and how best to look after it.” 

“This is really important because, even though the UK is one of the best recorded countries in the world, 

there is still so much we don’t know” 

“There are loads of projects looking for your help to record particular types of wildlife from bumblebees and 

butterflies to birds and hedgehogs. There is a list of these activities on www.BioBlitzuk.org.uk and you can 

sign up to a mailing list to find out more.” 

“Nobody knows every single species but you can get help identifying wildlife from experts by uploading 

photos to websites like iSpot or by contacting a local museum or society. There is even an iSpot app for 

that!” 

“If you know what you have found, exactly where you found it and when you can turn your sighting into a 

scientific record by sending it in to your local record centre or iRecord” 

“Every record makes a difference, often the common things get overlooked so it is always worth recording 

something if you can make a positive identification. Sometimes something that looks common might even 

turn out to something even more interesting!” 

Tertiary messages: 

“There are so many groups that we don’t know much about. Have you considered doing some ID workshops 

to learn more about a particular species group?” 

 

 


