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After 10 years of celebrating the natural world, in 2014 the festival is growing beyond Bristol’s Harbourside, 
reaching into the city, and stretching out across the West of England to Bath, Chew Valley and South 
Gloucestershire. We’re looking forward to exploring new places, working with new partners and 
discovering the wonders of nature with more people than ever before.

With a programme running from May to July, there really is something for everyone. Discover your local 
patch and meet wildlife in the city with our community events programme, held across Bristol’s amazing 
green spaces. Join us for our new talks programme, including a behind the scenes look at the Hollywood of 
wildlife filmmaking in Made in Bristol, and an evening of conservation inspiration with Germaine Greer.

We’ll be spreading our wings to Bath for the first time with Bath Goes Wild on 7 June, kicking off a week 
of activity culminating in the Festival of Nature Wild Weekend on 14 and 15 June – the UK’s biggest free 
celebration of the natural world with two days of interactive activities, live entertainment and wild fun 
across Bristol’s Harbourside!

Keep up to date with the latest programme details on our new website at festivalofnature.org, or if you 
want to get more involved, join us as a volunteer.

Get ready for a wild summer of discovery!

The Festival of Nature is produced by Bristol Natural History Consortium, 12 organisations working together to engage people with the 
natural world through collaborative action.

Festival design and branding by IOP Publishing Design Studio

Welcome to the Festival of Nature 2014
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The Festival of Nature is back, and this year it’s bigger, better and wilder 
than ever! 
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For full details and the latest updates, visit festivalofnature.org. Event locations can be found on page 11. 
See individual event pages for booking details.

Festival of Nature 2014 Full Programme

festivalofnature.org @festofnature

Date Time Name Location Page

Sunday 18 May 12 noon - 4.30 p.m. Oldbury Court Explorers Day Oldbury Court Estate,  
Fishponds

18

Monday 26 May 12 noon – 5.00 p.m. Brislington Meadows  
Discovery Day

Victory Park, Brislington 18

Tuesday 27 May 9.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. Wild in the Heart of the City Brandon Hill, Central 
Bristol

18

Saturday 31 May 1.00 – 4.00 p.m. Family Fun on the Common Horfield Common 18

Sunday 1 June 1.00 – 4.00 p.m. Dundry Slopes Discovery Day Dundry Slopes, Hartcliffe 18

Saturday 7 June 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. Bath Goes Wild Queen Square, Bath 13

Saturday 7 June 7.30 – 10.00 p.m. Natural History Talks: 
Made in Bristol

St George’s Bristol 14

Sunday 8 June 12 noon – 4.00 p.m. Wild About Chew Chew Valley Lake 14

Thursday 12 June 12.30 – 1.30 p.m. The State of the Sea RWA 15

Thursday 12 June 6.15 – 7.15 p.m. Germaine Greer At-Bristol 15

Saturday 14 June 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. Digimakers At-Bristol 8

Saturday 14 June
Sunday 15 June

10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Festival of Nature  
Wild Weekend

Bristol Harbourside 4–9

Saturday 21 June 12 noon – 4.00 p.m. A Wild Day at Stoke Park Stoke Park, Lockleaze 18

Sunday 29 June 12 noon – 4.00 p.m. Wild Adventures Day Stockwood Open Space 19

Friday 4 July
Saturday 5 July

4.00 p.m. – late
10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Three Brooks BioBlitz Three Brooks Local  
Nature Reserve

17

Sunday 6 July 11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. Wild and Free at Kings Weston Kings Weston Estate 19

Saturday 12 July 10.00 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. Downs Discovery Day Clifton and  
Durdham Downs

19

Sunday 13 July 10.30 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. St Werburghs BioBlitz St Werburghs City Farm 19

Sunday 20 July 2.00 – 5.00 p.m Magpie Bottom Nature  
Open Day

Magpie Bottom,  
Bryants Hill

19

Saturday 26 July 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. Callington Road  
Family Nature Day

Callington Road Nature 
Reserve, Brislington

19

Sunday 27 July 12 noon - 4.00 p.m. Funday Sunday at Lawrence 
Weston Community Farm

Lawrence Weston 
Community Farm

19

3
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In At-Bristol Millennium Square, you will find…

Big Screen
Enjoy a selection of natural history shorts, locally made films, 
a new space and astronomy strand, as well as live links and 
interviews from around the site.

Bristol Museum and BRERC
Explore Bristol’s wildlife through the museum’s stunning natural 
history specimens. Discover a hidden natural world on our 
doorstep and handle fossils that lived in Bristol millions of years 
ago. Find out about wildlife recording and how BRERC manage 
the area’s records so that you can use them too.

BBC Natural History Unit
The world-famous BBC Natural History Unit will be showing 
off its amazing filming techniques with demonstrations of the 
latest cameras, gadgets and gizmos. See if you’ve got what it 
takes to be a wildlife presenter as you’re magically transported 
across the globe, and meet some famous faces including The One 
Show’s Mike Dilger, Countryfile’s Helen Skelton and CBeebies’s 
Andy Day.

Bristol Zoo Gardens
Visit the Bristol Zoo tent to find out how simple it can be to help 
nature, and join the zoo in making a difference for endangered 
wildlife. Saving wildlife doesn’t have to be difficult!

Clifton College
Clifton College hosts ‘The Variety of Life’, an exhibit on 
biodiversity and evolutionary classification, showcasing the 
biology department’s specimens. Clifton College sponsors the 
Festival of Nature’s Schools’ Day.

Marine World
Explore the marine world with a host of different organisations 
including MARINE Life, Bristol Aquarium, Project Aware and 
Devon & Severn Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority.
Examine marine artefacts under the microscope, find out more 
about sharks and rays, and much more!

National Trust: Wild Time
Get outdoors and closer to nature with the National Trust and 
discover special places in the centre of Bristol. Tick off some 
of your ‘50 things to do before you’re 11 3/4’ activities, talk to 
National Trust Rangers and learn about the exciting events and 
activities in store for the summer.

University of Bristol
Visit the University of Bristol tent and engage in hands-on 
activities to learn about the latest research in the sciences. 
Explore past climates, discover hidden biodiversity and learn 
about collective behaviours and intelligence. Join university 
researchers in uncovering our knowledge of nature.

University of the West of England
Find interactive science and arts activities in UWE’s tent. From 
peddling a bike to power an appliance through to discovering 
how the communication and co-operation skills of insects  
are engineered into the latest robots, there’s something  
for everyone!

Saturday 14 June, 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m.  
Sunday 15 June, 10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 
Bristol Harbourside, Free Event

Festival of Nature Wild Weekend

The Festival of Nature’s Wild Weekend brings Bristol’s Harbourside to life with the UK’s 
biggest free natural history event, held across two days in the heart of the city. Featuring 
over 100 organisations and a programme of hands-on activities, fascinating talks, live 
entertainment, a market bursting with local produce and much more, get set for a wild 
weekend! See the site map on page 10.

festivalofnature.org @festofnature4
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Down in the Amphitheatre, you can meet…

Arts Tent
Get creative in the Arts Tent, with exhibitions and workshops 
taking inspiration from the marine world. Join Anthony Garratt 
and other artists from the RWA to create a collaborative artwork 
inspired by the moods of the sea, try your hand at drawing and 
photographing marine life with specialists from Clifton High 
School, and view and buy original pieces from local artists.

Avon Wildlife Trust
The commute to work, school-run, visiting friends and family, 
going on holiday – we all need to travel. So does wildlife. Eels 
make extraordinary journeys from the Sargasso Sea to our rivers 
and streams and back. Come and see baby eels and find out how 
to help wildlife get home safely!

At-Bristol and Bristol Astronomical Society
Join the At-Bristol tent for amazing hands-on activities exploring 
the science of food and investigating energy and sustainability. 
At-Bristol will be joined by the Bristol Astronomical Society, 
giving you the chance to view the sun up-close and learn more 
about astronomy in Bristol.

Bristol Water
Find out what you can do at home to help save water, discover the 
importance of water in our environment and have a drink from 
the water bar! Bristol Water is a major sponsor of the Festival of 
Nature.

Endangered Species 
Discover Endangered Species with Wildscreen Arkive and 
People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES). Join Team WILD, 
Arkive’s elite squadron of science superheroes or get crafty 
creating your own species! Help wildlife on your doorstep with 
PTES – take part in nationwide surveys, try some wild crafts and 
meet a real hedgehog!

Explorer Dome
Visit Explorer Dome - the portable planetarium! Crawl down the 
tunnel to enjoy an exciting, lively and interactive show inside the 
darkened dome! With hands-on demonstrations and 180 degree 
visuals, the magical atmosphere of the dome brings science alive!

North Somerset Butterfly House
Immerse yourself in the pop-up butterfly garden, walking 
through a tunnel surrounded by beautiful butterflies and exotic 
plants. Learn more about these stunning insects and other 
invertebrates from expert ‘Pete the Bug Man’.

Plantlife
Plantlife is the organisation that is speaking up for our 
wildflowers, plants and fungi. Find out more about the Road 
Verge Campaign and join ‘Alan’s Army’ to help raise awareness of 
these priceless habitats and change things for the better.

RSPB: Giving Nature a Home
The RSPB Giving Nature a Home tent offers exciting activities for 
everyone to enjoy! RSPB will take you on a tour starting with its 
nature reserves and moving on to how you can create your own 
nature garden...for the bees, butterflies, frogs, bugs, hedgehogs 
and of course birds!

Bees at Leeds
Take part in our series of challenges to learn about honey and 
bumble bees and how they are helping us in weird and wonderful 
ways in the scientific world – don’t forget to meet the bees 
themselves!

Wild Bristol
Engage in fun tree-based activities with the TreePips team 
and discover the many benefits of trees – to wildlife, to the 
environment and to people. Find out all about Bristol’s super-
speedy peregrine falcons. Discover what they eat, where you can 
spot them and kids can get crafty creating fabulous falcon masks.

Wild Waters
The Bristol Avon is your river! Through a variety of displays and 
activities, find out how we can all help to keep our rivers healthy 
for people and wildlife. Identify some watery wildlife, learn about 
the life of a river from source to sea and discover the waterways 
close to where you live.

Wildlife Garden
See the Amphitheatre transformed into a pop-up wildlife garden, 
curated by specialist garden designers Earth Timber Stone. Relax 
in the garden and pick up some practical tips for making your 
garden a home for wildlife. 

festivalofnature.org @festofnature 5
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Anchor Square: Green Forum

Get involved in the Green Forum! Meet over 40 different local and national environmental 
organisations, and find out what you can do for nature and the environment. Join a local 
group, support a campaign or try something completely new! 

Waterfront Square: Festival Market

The Festival Market is bursting with the finest local produce, delicious catering and fantastic sustainable 
goods. Browse over 40 stalls in the Green Market and Produce Market and indulge in some weekend 
shopping with a difference, before taking your pick from the catering area packed with tastes from around 
the world. Enjoy a Festival Ale and relax in the beer garden with live entertainment specially curated by 
Porter’s Cardiff, ranging from live music and chats with famous faces to a very special pub quiz.

Festival of Nature Wild Weekend

festivalofnature.org @festofnature6

This year, the Green Forum will include:

African Initiatives
Avon Bat Group
Barbary Macaque Conservation and 
Awareness
Bristol Civic Society
Bristol Friends of the Earth
Bristol Greenpeace Group
Bristol Naturalists Society
Bristol Ornithological Club
Bristol Parks Forum
Bristol Ramblers
Buglife
Bristol ReUse – Repair Cafe  
and Reuse Roadshow

Bristol WaterAid Supporters Group
British Divers Marine Life Rescue
British Science Association – Bristol & 
Bath Branch
Centre for Sustainable Energy
Elephants for Africa
Fairtrade Bristol
Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways
Friends of the Downs and Avon Gorge
Hawk and Owl Trust
John Muir Trust
Marine Conservation Society
Part-Time Carnivore
Practical Action Bristol Support Group

Severn Wildlife Carvers
Shared Interest
Shark and Coral Conservation Trust
Shepherd’s Way Radio
Somerset Badger Group
Specialised Nestboxes
Travel West
Vervet Monkey Foundation
…and many more!
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Saturday 14 June

11.00 a.m. Professor Alan Winfield
 Robots versus animals
  Leading robotocist Professor Alan Winfield, 

University of the West of England, and animal 
experts from Bristol Zoo demonstrate how 
engineers mimic nature to copy some of the animal 
kingdom’s best superhuman skills!

12 noon Miranda Krestovnikoff
 A Whistle Stop Tour around the Coast
  Miranda takes the audience from her home in 

Bristol around the UK coastline, before returning 
home safe and dry!

1.00 p.m. Mike Dilger
 Wildlife On Your Doorstep
  Popular One Show TV Naturalist Mike Dilger talks 

about the exciting wildlife that can be found on 
your doorstep – or in your very own garden to be 
more precise!

2.00 p.m. Patric Bulmer
  So What’s Water got to do with the 

Environment?
  Bristol Water Environment Manager Patric Bulmer 

explores the links between water, the environment 
and wildlife.

3.00 p.m. Dr Malcolm Fairbrother
  How to Save the Earth in One  

Simple Step
  The University of Bristol’s Dr Malcolm Fairbrother 

asks why we pollute our environment and what we 
can do about it.

4.00 p.m. Panel Debate
 Has there ever been life on Mars?
  Supported by the Science and Technology  

Facilities Council

  We explore nature beyond the limits of our Earth 
and go in search of extra-terrestrial life. Panellists 
include Dr Louisa Preston, The Open University; 
Dr John Bridges, University of Leicester; Michaela 
Musilova, University of Bristol; and Sophie Nixon, 
University of Edinburgh.

Sunday 15 June

11.00 a.m. Monty Halls
 Travels Through a Changing Ocean
  Marine biologist and television presenter  

Monty Halls gives his unique perspective on  
our changing seas.

12 noon Ed Drewitt
 Urban Peregrines
  Ed reveals more about the fastest birds on Earth, 

peregrine falcons, and signs copies of his new 
book, Urban Peregrines, based on 15 years  
of study.

1.00 p.m. Dr Colin Forsyth
  The Greatest Light Show on Earth
  Supported by the Science and Technology  

Facilities Council 

  For centuries we have been fascinated by the 
northern lights; a great celestial light show that 
dances across the sky around the arctic circle. 
Dr Colin Forsyth (UCL Mullard Space Science 
Laboratory) explores the science behind this 
incredible phenomenon.

2.00 p.m. Panel Debate
 Building a City Fit for Nature
 Supported by the Ove Arup Foundation
  What is green infrastructure and why is it so 

important? Our panel explore what it means to plan 
our cities with nature in mind.

3.00 p.m. Doug Allan
 Behind the Scenes
  Frozen Planet cameraman Doug Allan has filmed 

wildlife throughout the world and reveals some of 
the incredible ‘behind the scenes’ stories of how he 
got the shot.

Festival of Nature Wild Weekend
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Talks Programme

Visit the Festival Talks Tent in the Amphitheatre for a line-up of FREE talks. With speakers 
ranging from local experts to BBC presenters, and topics from wildlife gardening to life on 
Mars, there’s something for everyone. All talks are FREE and cannot be booked in advance.
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2014 highlights include:

Soapbox Science
Saturday 14 June, 1.00 – 4.00 p.m.  
Millennium Square

Soapbox Science is an annual scientist-led public 
engagement event that aims to address gender 
inequality in science by raising the profile of 
women in science, challenging stereotypes and 
social norms. 

This year, as one of four events happening 
nationwide this summer, Soapbox is joining forces 
with the Festival of Nature to transform Bristol’s 
streets into a hub of scientific performance and 
debate as some of the South West’s leading 
scientists take to their Soapboxes. Discuss 
Soapbox topics ranging from life on Mars to the 
tricks of flowers, via the Atacama desert and the 
social life of wasps!

Digimakers
Saturday 14 June, 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 
At-Bristol

Digimakers is a series of technology events for 
children aged 7–17, inspiring the next generation 
of technical innovators and engineers by 
providing an introduction to ‘making’ in the digital 
world. Learn how to build a motion-activated 
bird box cam, or take part in our ‘Recyclo-bot’ 
workshop. Find out how you can get creative and 
use electronics and computers to connect with 
nature and the environment. 

The day consists of a series of hands-on 
workshops, a show-and-tell section and a  
drop-in centre for Raspberry Pi users. 

Advance booking essential at  
https://digimakersjune.eventbrite.com

Festival of Nature Wild Weekend

Getting here
The Festival of Nature Wild Weekend is held on the Harbourside in the centre of Bristol, close to bus routes, 
ferries and Temple Meads rail station, and within easy walking distance of Park Street, Broadmead and 
Cabot Circus. Please minimise your impact on the environment and travel by foot, bike or public transport 
where possible. For full travel details, see festivalofnature.org

festivalofnature.org @festofnature8

Look out for more entertainment and activites across the Festival site 
throughout the weekend, with roving performers, live music, science 
buskers and much more. 

For the full programme of activities and entertainment, visit festivalofnature.org. 

http://twitter.com/PhysicsWorld


4 routes - register free online at

A finale event for Big Green Week



1 Green Forum
2 Clifton College
3 University of the West of England
4 BBC Natural History Unit
5 University of Bristol
6 Bristol Zoo Gardens
7 Marine World
8 National Trust
9 Bristol Museum and BRERC
10  At-Bristol
11  Endangered Species
12  Plantlife

13  Wild Bristol
14  Wild Waters
15  RSPB
16  Avon Wildlife Trust
17  Arts
18  Explorer Dome
19  Wildlife Garden
20 Bristol Astronomical Society
21  Bristol Water
22 Bees at Leeds
23 North Somerset Butterfly House
24 Talks
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Wild Weekend Harbourside site plan
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1 Oldbury Court Explorers Day
2  Brislington Meadows 

Discovery Day
3 Wild in the Heart of the City
4 Family Fun on the Common
5  Dundry Slopes 

Discovery Day
6 Bath Goes Wild
7 Made in Bristol
8  Wild About Chew

9 The State of the Sea
10  Germaine Greer
11  Digimakers
12  Wild Weekend
13  A Wild Day at Stoke Park
14  Wild Adventures Day
15  Three Brooks BioBlitz
16   Wild and Free at 

Kings Weston
17  Downs Discovery Day

18  St Werburghs BioBlitz
19   Magpie Bottom Nature 

Open Day
20  Callington Road Family 

Nature Day
21  Funday Sunday

Key

Festival of Nature events map



 

 

 

Bristol City Centre’s 
only dedicated 

conference & events 
venue is pleased to 

support  
Festival of Nature 

2014 
 

Armada House Conference & Events 
Telephone Avenue 

Bristol BS1 4BQ 
0117 9152600 @ArmadaHouse  

Outdoor 

Activity Centre

www.ccsl-cliftoncollege.com/activity-centre

“LEARN OUTSIDE – DEVELOP INSIDE” Pleased to support  
the Festival of  Nature

www.bristolwater.co.uk

Wildlife Garden Design
“Working with nature,

designed for you”

Design – Build – Advise

01179 641715

www.earthtimberstone.co.uk



Free event, Saturday 7 June, 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
Queen Square, Bath

Festival of Nature: Bath Goes Wild

For the first time ever the Festival of Nature has landed in Bath!
On Saturday 7 June Queen Square will be swarming with local and national environmental organisations 
from the National Trust and BBC Natural History Unit to the Avon Wildlife Trust, RSPB and British Science 
Association, all providing incredible hands-on experiences and wild activities. To top it off, look out for our 
talks programme; and pop in to The Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution, located on the corner of 
Queen Square, to check out their incredible collection of Jurassic fossils!

Bath Goes Wild launches a week of events culminating in the Festival of Nature Wild Weekend in Bristol, 
and will bring the city alive in celebration of the natural world. Join us for a free day-long festival jam 
packed with exhibitions, live shows, interactive encounters and much more – a wild day out for all  
the family!

Getting here
Queen Square is located in central Bath, a short walk from Bath Spa station. For further details,  
visit festivalofnature.org.

festivalofnature.org @festofnature 13

The Festival of Nature is working in partnership 
with the British Science Association and  
Bath & North East Somerset Council to bring  
you Bath Goes Wild.
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Saturday 7 June, 7.30 – 10.00 p.m. 
St George’s Bristol
£15/£12 concessions. Tickets from St George’s Box Office 
Tel 0845 400 1402 or visit stgeorgesbristol.co.uk

Free event, Sunday 8 June, 12 noon – 4.00 p.m.
Chew Valley Lake (meet at Picnic Area 2)

Made in Bristol : The Story  
of Wildlife Film’s Tinseltown 

Wild About Chew

Within just a few miles of our venue, many of the world’s top wildlife filmmakers live and work.  Behind the 
scenes and away from the limelight they do the dangerous stuff to create movies that take our breath away.

These are the guys and girls that go deep and get dirty. They walk with penguins and swim with sharks 
– they stalk big cats and track bears. They are the makers of blockbuster television series like Planet 
Earth, Africa and Human Planet. So magnetic is the attraction of Bristol, that in the last few years 
Hollywood has come seeking their talent.

Some of the most influential natural history filmmakers of our times join us for an evening of shared 
experience, good humour and pure passion. Hosted by award-winning wildlife filmmaker Brian 
Leith, speakers include Mike Gunton, Creative Director of the BBC Natural History Unit and Executive 
Producer of Africa, and the makers of Bears and African Cats for Disneynature.

Join the Festival of Nature and Bristol Water to explore the sights and 
sounds of Chew Valley Lake, and discover an internationally important 
site for wildlife just minutes from Bristol. Peer down the telescope and see 
how many species of birds you can find, get a closer view of the aquatic life 
lurking beneath the lake surface and check out what bugs are hiding in the 
undergrowth!

With stalls from the likes of Avon Wildlife Trust, National Trust and 
Lakeside Optics, and a full programme of wildlife walks, guided tours and 

hands-on activities, there’s something for all ages. Meet the experts, find out where your water comes 
from, or just relax and take a stroll along the lakeshore. Get your binoculars ready!

Bristol Water is a major sponsor of the Festival of Nature. For further details and to pre-book activities  
visit festivalofnature.org.

In collaboration with 
Natural History Talks 

In partnership with 
Bristol Water

festivalofnature.org @festofnature14
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Thursday 12 June, 12. 30 p.m. – 1.30 p.m.
RWA, Queens Road, Bristol
Free with admission (£5/£3.50 concessions/under 16s FREE)  
Please book by phone 0117 973 5129 or at the venue

Thursday 12 June, 6.15 – 7.15 p.m.
At-Bristol
£9/£7 concessions. Tickets from At-Bristol  
Call at the venue or 0845 458 6499. www.at-bristol.org.uk

The State of the Sea

Germaine Greer

Join the BBC Natural History Unit’s Liz White for a lunchtime talk at the 
RWA. Liz is an experienced wildlife filmmaker specialising in underwater 
direction. An expert SCUBA diver, she was worked for the BBC for 10 years 
on programmes such as Frozen Planet, where she filmed belugas and 
bowhead whales at the Canadian ice edge, and penguins and killer whales 
in Antarctica. 

Previously she has worked as a scientist onboard ocean-going research 
ships in the Irish Sea, Pacific Ocean and Antarctica. Her considerable first-

hand experience gives her a unique perspective on the ocean environment and how film, television and 
indeed art can bring this ‘other’ world alive and stir within us a desire to protect it.

Following the talk there will be a guided tour of the RWA’s Power of the Sea, led by gallery staff.

In December 2001 Germaine Greer found herself confronted by an irresistible challenge in the shape of 60 
hectares of run-down dairy farm that should have been sub-tropical rainforest. The wonder was that after 
a century of logging, clearing, burning and poisoning, there was still enough energy left in the ecosystem 
for it to bring itself back from the brink – with a little help from its friends. She didn’t think for a minute 
that by helping rehabilitate the forest she was ‘saving the world’. What she wanted, and what she found, 
was heart’s ease. Her new memoir, White Beech: The Rainforest Years, is the story of how that came about. 
Academic and feminist Germaine Greer presents her lecture on the environment, the fate of the planet and 
her complex love affair with Australia where she was born.

Germaine Greer is an Australian academic and journalist, and a major feminist voice of the mid-twentieth 
century. She gained her PhD from the University of Cambridge in 1967. Greer’s ideas have created 
controversy ever since The Female Eunuch became an international bestseller in 1970. She is the author of 
many other books including Sex and Destiny: The Politics of Human Fertility (1984), The Change: Women, 
Ageing and the Menopause (1991), The Whole Woman (1999) and Shakespeare’s Wife (2007).

In partnership with 
the RWA

In partnership with 
Bristol Festival of Ideas

festivalofnature.org @festofnature 15
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try 3 issues 
for £1*

PROMO 
CODE:
WLFN14

†Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and  
other providers may vary. Lines are open Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm.

or Call us on  
0844 844 0251 

†

subsCribe online at 
 www.buysubscriptions.com/wildlife

*3 issues for £1 offer is only available to UK residents paying by Direct Debit. After your first 3 issues 
your subscription will continue at £16.75 every 6 issues. If you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving 
your 2nd issue you will pay no more than £1. BBC Wildlife Magazine is published 13 times a year. Your 
subscription will start with the next available issue. Offer ends on 31 July 2014.

A
n

d
rew

 P
arkin

so
n

Published in Bristol, BBC Wildlife Magazine has been the essential read for anyone who wants to 
understand the natural world, packed with superb features and photography for over 50 years



Friday 4 July, 4.00 p.m. – late 
Saturday 5 July, 10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.
Free event, Three Brooks Local Nature Reserve, Bradley Stoke

Three Brooks BioBlitz

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to go on a real-life wildlife expedition, searching for and 
documenting all the weird and wonderful species that you fi nd along the way?

Here is your chance to become a wildlife scientist for the day and discover all the amazing creatures that 
live right on your doorstep. Join our team of wildlife explorers with the help of expert naturalists and 
scientists for a programme of guided walks and drop-in activities in our pop-up fi eld lab.

We have 24 hours to fi nd and record as many different types of plants, animals and fungi as we can fi nd 
at the beautiful Three Brooks Local Nature Reserve in Bradley Stoke. Everything we fi nd will be logged 
and will contribute real scientifi c data to local wildlife monitoring – so every record you collect makes a 
real difference!

The fi eld lab will be open with drop-in activities from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Saturday and we will 
have a programme of bookable activities running from 4.00 p.m. until late on Friday evening and all day 
Saturday. Keep an eye on festivalofnature.org for the full schedule and to book the themed walks.

Getting there
Three Brooks Local Nature Reserve is at the heart of Bradley Stoke off Savages Wood Road. It is well 
serviced by buses including no. 73 from Bristol City Centre. Cycling is easy around the town and 
cycle parking is available. Limited parking available nearby. For further details and booking, 
visit festivalofnature.org.
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Explore your local patch with a programme of events across Bristol’s green 
spaces. Discover and record the wildlife in your neighbourhood and visit 
some of the city’s hidden gems. Some events may require pre-booking, visit 
festivalofnature.org to book. All events are free.

Community events programme

Oldbury Court Explorers Day
Sunday 18 May, 12 noon – 4.30 p.m.  
Oldbury Court Estate
An afternoon of activities including: landscape mapping –
explore the estate with new eyes and record its historic and new 
landscape; walk along the Frome and find some aquatic beasties 
on a river survey; discover the many trees of the estate; join a bug 
hunt to find nature’s tiny marvels. Booking required for botany 
walk at snuffmills@hotmail.co.uk. No booking required for 
other activities. Meet to the left-hand side of the main entrance.

Brislington Meadows Discovery Day 
Monday 26 May, 12 noon – 5.00 p.m.  
Bat walk at 9.00 p.m. 
Victory Park, Brislington
A fun family-oriented wildlife day with activities ranging from 
tree walks to butterfly badge making. Brislington Meadows 
Discovery Day kicks off a week of wildlife activities in Brislington 
including bat walks, stream-beastie-dipping, wild Wednesday 
and a fabulous moth-trapping finale. 

For more information on the week of events visit  
www.discoverbrislingtonbrook.wordpress.com.

Wild in the Heart of the City
Tuesday 27 May, 9.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
Brandon Hill, central Bristol
Brandon Hill is a haven for wildlife in the middle of an ever 
bustling city. Avon Wildlife Trust is curating a mini discovery  
day – looking at the wildlife of Brandon Hill in new and 
interesting ways. Join us for a nature walk, an outdoor art 
workshop or a storytelling session. Visit festivalofnature.org  
for session times. Pre-booking is essential, e-mail  
joemcsorley@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Family Fun on the Common
Saturday 31 May, 1.00 – 4.00 p.m. 
Horfield Common
Join Friends of Horfield Common for their inaugural Horfield 
Common wildlife event. During the afternoon, you can have a 
go at bug hunting and pond dipping, and help us to undertake 
the first annual wildlife survey of the Common! All are welcome. 
Meet at the Ardagh Sports Centre.

Dundry Slopes Discovery Day
Sunday 1 June, 1.00 – 4.00 p.m. 
Dundry Slopes 
Join the Friends of Dundry Slopes, CSV Environment and Avon 
Wildlife Trust for a free afternoon of family fun jam-packed with 
nature-themed activities including a wildlife walk led by AWT 
ecologist Mary Wood and a family bug hunt led by invertebrate 
expert Tony Smith. Meet at 81st Scout Hut, 501 Bishport Avenue, 
Hartcliffe, BS13 9LR.

A Wild Day at Stoke Park
Saturday 21 June, 12 noon – 4.00 p.m.  
Stoke Park Estate
A great family event exploring the woodland and wildlife of Stoke 
Park. Take a ‘walk on the wild side’ with local naturalist and 
bushcraft expert Steve England. Join our experts and take part 
in ‘The Big Bug Hunt’. Learn how to become a nature detective 
in our special woodland laboratory. Make amazing woodland 
crafts out of natural materials. Meet at the Cameron Centre, 
Romney Avenue, Lockleaze.
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Wild Adventures Day
Sunday 29 June, 12 noon – 4.00 p.m. 
Stockwood Open Space
Come along for some wild family fun at Stockwood Open 
Space! Join bushcraft expert, wild food fanatic and Bristol Post 
columnist Steve England on a ‘wild walk’. Take part in the ‘Big 
Bug Hunt’ and see how many you can find! Come along to the 
craft tent and join in a variety of activities, including decorating 
your own pirate flag using different-coloured mud!

Wild and Free – at Kings Weston!
Sunday 6 July, 11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
Kings Weston Estate 
Join Kings Weston Action Group and the National Trust for 
a fun-packed day of exploration and discovery. Take the ‘50 
things’ challenge and tick off bug hunting by attending one of 
our family-friendly sessions. Have some wild time discovering 
the estate – see how many more you can achieve! If you’re keen 
to learn more, come on a guided walk or explore on your own – 
we’ll give you pointers and advice. Meet at The Circle, adjacent to 
Shirehampton Road Car Park.

Downs Discovery Day
Saturday 12 July, Clifton and Durdham Downs

Peregrine Watch 10.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.
Volunteers from the Bristol Ornithological Club will be on hand 
with telescopes to show others the family of peregrines that live 
in the Avon Gorge. Drop-in activity. Meet at the peregrine watch 
point, Circular Road, Clifton Downs.

Trees and Wildflowers Walk 10.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.
Join Richard Bland from the Friends of the Downs and Avon 
Gorge on a pleasant stroll through the meadows. Along the way 
learn to identify the rich diversity of trees and wildlflowers and 
find out how to age trees. 

Butterfly Walk 2.00 – 3.30 p.m.
Discover how to identify butterflies on this gentle stroll with 
members of the Friends of the Downs and Avon Gorge, and see 
how many of these lovely insects you can spot along the way. 

Booking required for butterfly and tree walks. Please e-mail 
mleivers@bristolzoo.org.uk or call 0117 9030609. Meet near the 
junction of Ladies Mile and Circular Road.

St Werburghs BioBlitz… 
discover your local wildlife
Sunday 13 July, 10.30 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.  
St Werburghs City Farm

An opportunity to explore the wildlife living on and around 
the farm, and on Narroways Nature Reserve. A family-friendly 
event with activities and an identification room on the farm. 
Three walks lead by a naturalist to explore the wildlife, one walk 
focusing on the farm and two over Narroways, with species 
identification back at the farm. Walks leave at 11.00 a.m, 12 noon 
and 2.00 p.m.

Magpie Bottom Nature Open Day
Sunday 20 July, 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.  
Magpie Bottom, Bryants Hill

Come along to Magpie Bottom and enjoy a range of free activities 
for the whole family while learning about the local wildlife. 
Grasp the basics of bird watching with an expert twitcher, dip 
to discover the fascinating creatures inhabiting the pond, take 
part in a wildflower ramble or join the search for creepy crawlies 
in the Big Bug Hunt! There’s also the chance to help identify and 
record the huge variety of species that have made this beautiful 
natural habitat their home. Meet at the pond, close to the Bryants 
Hill entrance.

Callington Road Family Nature Day
Saturday 26 July, 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. Callington 
Road Local Nature Reserve, Brislington

A nature-filled day of fun for all the family. Join the Friends of 
Callington Road Nature Reserve for bug hunting, pond dipping, 
wildflower, bird and tree spotting, and many other fun activities. 
Meet by the pond.

Funday Sunday at Lawrence Weston 
Community Farm
Sunday 27 July, 12 noon – 4.00 p.m . 
Lawrence Weston Community Farm

Join us for a free family afternoon of wildlife fun and exploration! 
Learn about Long Cross by taking part in a wild walk. Join our 
experts and become a bug hunter – how many can you find? Try 
your hand at pond dipping and spot signs of water voles. Enjoy 
the bigger animals at Lawrence Weston Community Farm. Snacks 
and refreshments available from 12 noon.
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The Festival of Nature is made possible thanks to support from:
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