
THANK YOU so much for taking part in this BioBlitz Pollinators Survey. 

By taking part in this simple activity you will be undertaking valuable 

research that will help us understand more about pollinators 

 

Name of site:  ....................................................................................... 

Date: ......................  Time: ....................  Grid Ref: .............................. 

Recorder name: ......................................... � I am a BioBlitz naturalist 

I am:        � new to wildlife watching           � a keen wildlife watcher 

Produced by 

With special  

thanks to     

What is a pollinator? 
A pollinator is something, often an insect, 

which carries pollen from one flower to 

another. The movement of pollen is 

essential for many plants to develop 

seeds and fruits. Pollinators are vital for 

many crops to reproduce and set fruit and 

seeds. Those that rely on them include 

British favourites like strawberries and 

apples,  as well as staple crops like oil seed 

rape and field beans. Wild flowers are also 

important because pollinating insects 

need to feed on flowers, especially when 

the crops that are pollinated by insects 

are not in flower 

Why 
We are doing this survey because it will 

give us a better understanding of 

pollinator abundance and this in turn will 

help us to enhance the British landscape 

to better support pollinators 

How 
This survey will take about 15 minutes to 

complete – we would like you to spend 

exactly 10 minutes spotting and counting 

the insects visiting one of our 12 focal 

flower species in your selected habitat 

patch. Please ONLY COUNT INSECTS 

VISITING FLOWERS OF YOUR CHOSEN 

SPECIES within a 0.5m x 0.5m area and 

ignore those on leaves and stems. 

Send your results to data@bnhc.org.uk. 

Which habitat are you looking at? Please tick one: 

� Hedge or bushes 

� Planted flower beds 

� Mown grassland (short vegetation)  

� Unmown Flowering grassland (long vegetation)  

� Woodland undergrowth 

Amount of Flower cover (of the focal species only) 
 

Please tick one:   � Flowers occupy less than half of patch 
 

� Occupy half  � Occupy more than half of patch 

How many flowers or ‘floral units’ (see plant ID sheet): ……………. 

The Weather conditions during your survey 

Tick the best fit in each case: 

 � Full sun    � Sunny intervals      � Total cloud  

Wind (movement of leaves on trees):   Precipitation: 

� Leaves still/moving occasionally   � Rain   

� Leaves moving gently all the time   � No rain 

� Leaves moving strongly 

 

Which flower species are you surveying? Pick a plant species from the focal flower species list using 

our helpful ID guide or, if you can’t find any nearby, survey another abundant species that you can identify. 

� Red Clover   � White Clover  � White Dead Nettle � Rosebay Willowherb 

� Common Knapweed  � Hogweed  � Common Ragwort � Spear Thistle 

� Buddleja (Butterfly bush) � Ivy   � Bell Heather  � Lavender 

� OTHER (please specify) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Please tally up the number of each sort of insect that you see when 

looking at FLOWERS in your patch for 10 minutes. Work in pairs and try 

to avoid casting a shadow over the patch as this will scare off insects. 

Try as much as possible not to record the same individual twice! 

WINGS OTHER FEATURES INSECT GROUP TALLY 

No obvious wings 

 

Wings hidden or 

partially hidden under a 

shell 

 

Antennae short Ladybirds 

 
 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

Antennae various lengths Other beetles 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

One pair of wings  

 

One pair of wings 

usually clear 

 

Wings held out from or 

held along the body 

 

Antennae usually short Stripy hoverflies 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

Antennae usually long Other flies 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

Two pairs of wings 

 

Two pairs of wings 

coloured 

Antennae with ‘clubbed’ 

ends 

Butterflies 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

Antennae not ‘clubbed’ but 

sometimes feathery 

Moths 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

Two pairs of wings 

usually clear 

 

Wings held out from or 

held along body 

 

Large, rounded, hairy body Bumblebees 

 
 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 

Smaller body with fewer, 

shorter hairs on abdomen 

Other bees 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:_____ 
 

Slender, almost hairless 

body 

Wasps 

 

 

 
 

TOTAL:_____ 

Other/ unknown Record here if you know 

what it is, or put 

‘Unknown’ 

  

 

TOTAL:_____ 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK - WAS THIS SURVEY… 

Very Easy  �   Easy  �   Difficult  �   Very difficult  �   Very fun  �   Fun  �   Boring  �   Very boring  � 
 

Is it something you would try at home in your own garden or local park?  YES �   NO � 
 

NOW TRY SURVEYING POLLINATORS AT HOME! Download this sheet and find out about more BioBlitz 

events and wildlife recording activities at www.bioblitzuk.org.uk 

POLLINATOR 

SURVEY 


